E, +hc reople of the United States,
~+ 1n order.to form a more perfect

s A Union, eftablifh Juftice, infure
domeftic Tranquility, provide for the com-

mon Defence, promote the General Welfare,

and fecure' the Bleflings of Liberty to Our-
3 i %

felves and our Pofterty, do ordain and eftab-

lith this Conftitution\for the United States of

America. - Ajisiot tot
: A mdam 1FE L

Set. 1. A LL legiflative powers herein granted fhall be vefted in a Congrefs of the United
States,.which fhall confift ‘of 2 Senate.and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 2

Seét. 2. The Houfe of Reprefentatives, fhall be compofed of members chofen every fecond year
by the people of the feveral ftates,and the ¢lectors in cach ftate fhall have the qualifications requi-
fité for ele@ors of the moft numerous branch of the ftate legiflature.

No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not have attained tothe ageof twenty-five years,and
been feven years a citizen of the United: States, and who fhall not, when eleéed, be an inhabitant
of that ftate in which he fhall be chofen. -

- Reprefentatives and dire& taxes fhall. be apportioned among the feveral ftates which may be in-
cluded within this Union,according to their refpe&ive numbers, which thall be determined byadd-
ing to the whole number of free perfons, including thofe honnd ¢o fonrive for @ term- of ycars,
and excluding Tidians DOt taxed, TArct-fifihey, of alf othet perfons, The actual enumeration fhalt
be made within three years after the firft meeting ol the Congrefs of the United States, and within
every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner as they thall by law direé&. The number of
reprefentatives fhall not exceed one for every thirty thoufand, but each ftate fhall have at leaftone
reprefentative 3 and until fuch enumeration fhall be made, the ftate of New-Hampthire fhall be en-
titled to chufe three, Maffachufetts eight, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations one, Connedjcut
five, New-York fix, New-Jerfey four, Pennfylvania cight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia
ten, North-Carolina fiye, South-Carolina five, and Georgia three.

_ When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any ftate, the Exccutive authority thereof
fhall iffue writs of eledtion to fill fuch vacancies. .

The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall chufe their Speaker dnd other officers; and fhall have the
fole power of impeachment..

Sect. 3, The Senate of thie United States fhall be compofed of two fenators from each ftate, cho-
fen by the legiflature thereof, for fix years; and each fenator fhall have one vote,

Immediately after they fhall be affembled in confequence of the firft ele@ion, they fhall be divi
ded as equally as may be into three clafles,  The feas of the fenators of the firlt clafs fhall be vaca-
ted at the expiration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year, and
of the third clafs at the éxpiration of the fisth year, (o that one-third may be chofen every fecond
year; and if vacancies happen by refignation, or ‘othzrwife, during the recefs of the Legi&lature of

any ftate. the Exccutive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next mecting of the
Legilature, which fhail then fill fuch vacancies.

No perfon fhall be a fenator who fhall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine
years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that {tate
for which he fhall be chofen.

The Vice-Prefident of the United States fhall be Prefident of the fenate, but fhall have no vote,
unlefs they be equally divided.

The Senate fhall chufe their other officers, and alfo a Prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of
the Vice-Prefident, or when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident of the United States.

The Senate fhall have the fole power to try all impeachments. When fitting for that purpofe,
they fhall be on oath or affirmation. When the Prefident of the United States is tried, the Chief
Juftice fhall prefide:” And no perfon fhall be convicted without the eoncurrence of two-thirds of
the members prefent. i

Judgment in cafes of impeachment fhall not extend further than to removal from office, and dif-
qualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, truft or profit under the United States; but the
party convicted fhall neverthelefs be liable and fubjet to indictment, trial, judgment and punifh-
ment, according to law.

Sect. 4. Thetimes, places and manner of holding eleions for fenators and reprefentatives, fhall
be prefcribed in each ftate by the legiflature thereof; but the Congrefs may at any time by law make
or alter fuch regulations, except as to the places of chufing Senators.

The Congrefs thall affemble at leaft once in every year,and fuch meeting fhall be on the firlt Mon-
day in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint a different day. :

8eét. 5. Each houfe fhall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own mem-
bers, and a majority of each fhall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs; but a fmaller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorifed to compel the attendance of abfent members, in
fuch manner, and under fuch penaltiesas each houfe may provide.

Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings, punifh its members for diforderly beha-
viour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a2 member.

Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publifh the fame, ex-
cepting fuch parts as may in their judgment require fecrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members
of either houfe on any queftion fhall, at the defire of one-fifth of thofc;‘pgcfem, be entered on the
journal, oo
! Neither houfe, during the feflion of Congrefs, thall, without the confent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houles fhall be fitting.

Sect. 6. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive a compenfation for their fervices, to be
afcertained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the United States. They fhall in all cafes, ex-
cept treafon, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendann= ae
the feffion of their refpecive houfes, and in going to and returning from the fame; and ..
fpeech or debatein cither houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any other place.

No fenator or reprefentative thall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed
any civil office under the authority of the United States, which fhall have been created, or the
Juments whereof fhall have been encreafed during fuch time ; and no perfon holding any otuw
der the United States, fhall be amember of either houfe during his continuance in office.

Sec. 7. All bills for raifing revenuc fhall originate in the houfe of reprefentatives; but th
may propofe or concur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which thall have paffed the houfe of reprefentatives and the fenate, fhall, bt
come a law, be prefented to the prefident of the United States; if he approve
but if not he fhall return it, with his objections to that houfe in which it fhall have ori,

{hall enter the objec“tions atlarge on theirjoumal,and proceed to reconfider it. If afte

fideration two-thirds of that houfe fhall agree to pafs the bill, it thali be fent, tor

objetions, to the other houfe, by which it hall likewife be reconfidered, and if apy
shirds of that houfe, it fhall become a law, But in all fuch cafes the votes of botu
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* %e lctermined sy yeas and nays, and the naines of the pc‘éfcms m‘*ﬁ@h&.agam the bill fhall

be entered on he journal of each houfe refpectively ™ =, ap pSill fha¥ [pacte =erurned by the Fre-
Sident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it fhall have been prefented to him, the fame thall
be a law, in like manner as if he had figned it, unlefs the Congrefs by their adjournment prevent its
Teturn, in which cafe it fhall not be a law. . .

Every order, refolution, or vote to whichthe cencurrence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen-

tatives may be neceflary (except on 2 queftion of adjournment) fhall be prefented to the Prefident
of the United States; and before the {ame hall take effed;, fhall be approved by him, or, being
-difapproved by him, fhall be repafied by twosthirds of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, ag=-
corting to the rules and limitations preferibed in the cafe of a bill.

Sedt. 8. The Congrefs fhall have power

To lay and collet taxes, duties, impofts and excifes, b pay the debt
mon defence and general welfare of the United States; bait all duties,
uniform throughout the United States; K :

To botrow money on the credit of the United Stagess

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the

tribes; ; : )
To eftablifh an uniform rule of naturalization, and wniform laws on' the fubject of ‘bankruptcies

s and provide for the com-
impofts and cxcifes fhall be

{everal fatés, and with the’ Tadian

“ghroughout the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the ﬂax_ldar;i of weights

and meafures ;
& To provide for the punifhment of counterfeiting the fecurities and current coin of the United
tates; . ;

To eftablifh poft offices and poft roads; e “aquoral I :

To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arts; by fecuring for limited times to authors: and
ifiventors the exclufive right to their refpective writings and difcoveries;' A ;
Fo conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court; SRR I, AR e jongGe

To define and punifh piracies and felonies committed on the high feas, and offences againft the:
faw of nations; R T e i ]

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprifal, and make rules concerning captures on
land and water; sy ac el P b

To raife and fupport armies, but no appropriation of money to that ufe fhall be for a longer
term than two years; Trakee 0t el s it

To provide and MaINTalL a nwryy g : i

To make rules for the government and regulasion uf tic lanid and naval forces ;

"To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union, fupprefs infurre&ions
‘and repel invafions ; i 1

To provide for organizing, arming, and difciplining, the militia, and for governing fuch part
of them as may be employed in the fervice of the United States, referving to the States refpetive-
ly, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the dif~
¢ipline prefcribed by Congrefs; i .

To exercife exclufive legiflation in all cafes whatfoever, over’ fuch diftrit (not exceeding tem
miles {quare) as may, by ceffion of particular States, and the acceptance of Congrefs, becoms
the feat of the government of the United States, and toexercife like authority overall places pur-
chafed by the confent of the legiflature of the fate in which the fame fhall be, for the ereétion of
forts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ;—And

To make all laws which fhall be neceffary and proper for carrying ‘into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vefted by this conftitution in the government of’ the United States.
or in any department or officer thereof. .

Sect. 9. The migration or importation of fach perfons as any of the ftates now exifting fhail
think proper to admit, fhall not be prohibited by the Congrefs prior to the year one thoufand cight
hundred and cight, but a tax or duty may beimpofed on fach importation, not exceeding ten dol-
lars for each perfon. 4 ! '

The privilege of the writ of haheas corpus fhall not be fufpended. nnlefs when in cafes of rebellis
on or invafion the public fafety may require it.

No bill ofattainder or ex poft facto law fhall be pafled. ¢

No capitation, or other direé, tax fhall be laid, unlefs in proportionto the cenfusor enumeration
herein before dire@ted to be taken.

“No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles exported from any ftate. No preference thall be given
by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one ftate over thofe of another:. nor fhall
eflels bound to, or from, one ftate, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, butin confequence of appropriations made by law;
2nd a regular ftatement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money thall bé

ublifhed from time to time.

No title of nobility fhall be grantedby the United States:—And no perfon holding any office of
profit or truft under them, fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, accept of any prefent, emo-
Tament, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign ftate.

Set. 10. No ftate fhall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant letters of marque
and reprifal ; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and filver coin 2 tendex
in payment of debts; pafs any bill of attainder, ex poft facto law, or law impairing the obliga-
tion of contrads, or grant any title of nobility.

No ftate fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, layany impofts or duties onimportsor exports,
except what may be abfolutely neceffary for executing its infpection laws; and the net produce of
all duties and impofts, laid by any ftate on imports or exports, fhall be for the ufe of the Treafury
of the United States; and ail fuchlaws fhall be fubject to the revifion and controul of the Congrefs.
No ftate fhall, without the confent of Congrefs, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or fhips of
war in time of peace,enter into any agreement or compaét with another ftate, orwithaforeign pow-
er,or engagein war,unlefs actually invaded, orin fuch imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

11

Sect. 1. The executive power fhall be vefted in a prefident of the United States of America, He
{hall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the vice-prefident, chofen for
the fame term, be electedas follows.

Tach ftate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the legiflature thereof may dire@, a number of elec-
tors, equal to the whole.number of fenators and reprefentatives to which the ftate may be entitled
in the Congrefls: but no fenator or reprefentative, or perfon holding an office of truft or profit under
the United States, fhall be appointed an elector.

The eleGors fhall meet in their refpective ftates, and vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one
at Teaft fhall not be an inhabitant of the fame {tate with them(elves. And they fhall make a lift of
21 the perfons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which lift they fhall ign and certi-
i _tranfmit fealed to the feat of the government of the United States, direted to the prefident

_ac fenate, The prefident of the fenate fhall, in the prefence of thefenate and houfe of reprefenta:

res, open all the certificates, and the votes fhall then be counted.. The perfon having the great-

number of votes fhallbe the prefident,if fuch number be a majority of thewhole riumber o ¢lettors
e 3 and if there be more than one who have fuch majority, and have an equal numl;er o‘:

, then the houfe of reprefentatives fhall immediately chufe by ballot one of them for preident i
" no perfon have a majority, then from the five highe(t on thelift the faid houfe fhall in nkr
chufe the prefident. Butin chufing the prefident, the votes fhall be taken by ﬁﬂt«-"
:ntation from each ftate having one vote ; a quorum for this purpofe fhall confift :)f 5
—asmbers from two-thirds of the ftates, and a majority of all the ftates fhall be necef P

« every cafe, after the choice of the prefident, the perfon having the grcarsiut e

of the elecors fhall be the vice-prefident. But if there' fhould remain i’ o nlc;‘~

salw votes, the fenate fhall chufe from them by ballot the vice-prefident. x

3 may determine the time of chufing the ele®ors, and the day on which they

_yotes; which day fhall be the fame throughout the United States. e
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No perfon except a natural born citizen, or a citizén of the United States, at the tin
adoption of this confticution, fhall be eligible to the office of prefident ; neither fhallan, o
be cligible to that office who fhall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fours,
teen years a refident within the United States. 1

In cafe of the removal of the prefident from office, o of his death, refignation, or inability to
difcharge the powers and duties of the faid office, the fame fhall devolve on the vice-prefident, and
the Congrefs may by law provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignation or inability, both of
the prefident and vice:-prefident, declaring what officer fhall then act as prefident, and fuch officet
fhall aét accordingly, until the difability be removed, or a prefident fhall be eleéted.

The prefident fhall, ‘at ftated times, rective for his fervices, a compenfation, which fhall neither
be encreafed nor diminifhed during the period for which he fhall have been eleéted, and he fhall
not receive within that period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he fhall take the following oath or affirmation:

1 do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of prefident of the
United States, and will to the belt of my ability, prefcrve, protect and defend the conftitution of
the United States.” S :

Sect. 2, The prefident fhall be commander in chief of the'army and navy of the United States,
and of the militia of the feveral States, when cailed into the actual fevvice of the United States ; he
may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive depart-
ments, upon any fubjet relating to the duties of their refpedtive offices, and he fhall have power
to grant reprieves and pardons for offences againft the United States, except in cales of im-
peachment. . .

He fhall have power, by and with the advice and confent of the fenate, to make treaties, pro-
vided two-thirds of the fenators prefent concur ; -and he fhall nominate, and by and with the ad-
vice and confent of the fenate, thall appoint ambafladors, other public minifters and confuls, judg-
es of the fupreme court, and all other officers of the United States, whoft appointments are not
herein otherwife provided for, and ‘which thall be eftablifbed by law. = But the Congrefs may by
law veft the appointment of fuch inferior officers, as they think proper, in the prefident alone, in
the courts of law, or in the heads of departments. y

The prefident {hall have power to fill up all vacancics that may happen daring the recefs of the
fenate, by granting: commiffions which fhall expire at the end of their next feflion. "

Sedt. 3. He fhall from time to time give to the Congrefs information of the fate of the union,
and recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as he fhall judge neceflary and cxpedient  he
may, on extraordinary occafions, convene both houfes, or either of thess, and in cale of difagree.
ment between them, with refpect (o the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch time
as he fhall think proper ; he fhall receive ambaffadors and other public minifters; he fhall take
care that the laws be faithfully executed, and thall commiffion all the pfﬁcers of the United States.

Seét. 4. The prefident, vice-prefident and all civil officers of (h? United States, ﬂ:nall be removed
from office on impeachment for, and: conviction of, treafon, bribery, or other high crimes and

mildemeanors,

1, ;

Sect. 1. The judicial power of the United: States, fhall be vefted in one fupreme.court, and in
fuch inferior courts as the Congrefls may from time to time ordein and eftablith. The judges,
both of the fupreme and inferior courts, fhall hold their offices during good behaviour, and fhall,
at ftated times, receive for their fervices, a compenfation, which fhall not be diminithed during their
continuance in office, ; v 5 s

Sec?. 2. The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes', in law and equity, arifing. under this con-
ftitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or \yh.xch fhall be made, unc?er
their authority; to all-cafes affefting ambafladors, other public mlguﬁers and ‘confgls; fo all
cafes of admiralty and maritime jurifdiction; to controverfies to which the Up}t:d States fhall
be a party; to controverfies between two or more States, between 2 ftate and citizens ofanoth@r
ftate, between citizens of different States, between cmzenvs_of the fame ftate claiming lands un-
der grants of different States, and betweena ftate, or the citizens thereof, and forelgp States, ci-

L or i . B

HZIC: aﬁ ci‘g)sj aé}i'se&ing ambaffadors, other public miniftets and confuls, and thofe in which a ftate
fhall be party, the fupreme court fhall have original jurifdiction. In all the other cafes before
mentioned, the fupreme court fhall have appellate jurifdiction, both as to law and fact, with fuch
exceptions, and under fuch regulations as the Congrefs thall make. y

The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeachment, fhall be by jury; and fuch trial fhall be
held in the ftate where the faid crimes fhall have been committed ; but when not committed
within any ftate, the trial fhall be at fuch place or places as the Congrefs may by law bave di-

&ed.
5t Sed. 3. Treafon againft the United States, fhall confift only in levying war againft them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No perfon fhall be cpnvn_&ed_ of treafon
unlefs on the teftimony of two witnefles to the fame overt act, or on confefion in open court.

The Congrefs fhall have power to declare the punifhment of t\:eafon, but no atram.der‘ of.treafon
fhall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture CXCIf‘i;t during the life of the perfon attainted.

Sect. 1. Tull faith and credit fhall be given in each ftate to the public adts, records, and judicial
proceedings of every other ftate.  And the Congrefs may by general laws preferibe the manner in
which fuch aés, records and proceedings thall be proved, and the effeét thereof. L EEE

Se?. 2. The citizens of each ftute fhall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in

ftates.
theAfe;::fac}n charged in any ftate with treafon, felony, or other crime, who thall flee from juftice,
and be found in another flate, fhall, on demand of the executive al.xthorlty of t!lc ftate from which
he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the ftate having jurifdiction of the crime.

No perfon held to fervice or labour in one ftate, und_cr the lawsthereof, e(cap_mgmto another, fhall,
in confequence of any law or regulation therein, be dyfcharged from fuch fervice or labour, but {haj!
be delivered up on claim of the party to whom fuch fervice or labour may be due,

Sect. 3. New ftates may be admitted by the Congrefs into this union; but no new ftate fhall be
formed or erected within the jurifdiction of any other ftate; nor any ftate beformed by the jundi-
on of two or more ftates, or parts of ftates, without the confent of the legiflatures of the ftates con-

well as of the Congrefs. 3 : :
Ccl:i‘\;g ésongrcfs {hall have pbower to difpofe of and make all needful rules apd r{tgulafxon‘s refpeéting
the territory or other property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Conftitution
fhall be fo conftrued asto prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular ftate.

Sect. 4. The United States fhall guarantee to every ftate in this union a'chubhcan form of go-
vernment, and fhall prote@ each of them againft invafion; and on application 9f the legiflature, or
of the executive (when the legiflature cannot be\sonvcned) againft domeftic violence.

The Congrefs, whenever two-thirds of both houfes fhall deem it neceflary, thall propofe aﬁ}xeml-
ments to this conftitution, or, on the application of the legiflatures of two-thirds of the feveral f.at‘eAs,
fhall call a convention for propofing amendments, _Vihlch, in elther. cafe,‘{hall_bc valid to ;ill inte 4o
and purpofes, as part of this conftitution, when ratified by the legiflatures of i‘hrecifm:’rr I 6
feveral ftates, or by conventions in three-founh.s thereof, as the one or the_ol;hcr m{;w
cation may be propofed by the Congrefs; l’rov_rdcd, that no amendment whic virlmyr (?m
to the year one thoufand eight hundreSi and eight fhall in any manner _affe& the X{lil
claufes in the ninth fe&tion of the firft article ; and that no ftate, without its confent,

ved of its equal fuffrage in the fenate, -

and engagements entered into,before the adoption of thisCon
befaxsuv(i(lei‘z;sacg‘z\?rtl;?é};gUnitengt%tcs under this Conftitution, as under the cgnicder
This conftitution, and the laws of the United States which ihzj\!l be mad%m‘pgr
and all treaties made, or which fhall b.c madq, under the authority of :hed ‘mps
the fupreme law of the land ; and the judges in every ftate ﬂlsl_l be bound theret
the conftitution or laws of any ftate to the contrary notv_mhﬂan ing.

p
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rators and reprefentatives beforementioned, and tie members of the feveral ftate legif.
and all executive and judicial officers, bothof the United States and of the feveral States,
#hall be bound by oath or affirmation, to fupport this conftitition; but no religious teft fhall ever
be required as a qualification to any office or public truft under the United States.
¥ VII s

The ratification of the conventions ‘of ‘nine Stat‘Es. fhall be fufficient for the eftablithment of
this conftitution between the States {o ratifying the fame. g
‘Done in Convention, by the unanimous confent of the
States prefent, the {eventeenth day of September,.in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven

hundred 4nd eighty feven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the twelfth.
In witnefs whereof we have hereunto fubfcribed our Names.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident,
And Deputy from VIRGINI A:

Fobn Langdon,
New:H AUz, %Nicbalas Gilian,

Nathaniel Gorham,
Rufus King.
§ William Samuel Fobnfon,
2 Roger Sherman.
Alexander Hamilton.
William Living/ion,
Dawid Brearley,
William Paterfon,
Fonathan Dayton.
~ Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Mifflin,
Robert Morris,
George Clymer,
Thomas Fitzfimonsy
Fared Ingerfoll,
L]ame; Wiljon,

Conmerpeur Morris.

MASSACHUSETTS. g

CoNNECTICUT.

New-Yorx.

' New-Jersev,

PeNNsYLVANIA, 1

George Read,
Ganning Bedford, Funior,
Fohn Dickinfon,
/ Richard Bajfett,
Facob Broom.
g]aine: M:Henry,

‘DELAWARE.

MARYLAND. Dapniel of St. Tho, Fenifer,

Daniel Carrol.

fohn Blair,

Fames Madison, Funior.
William Blount,

NorTa-Carorina § Richard Dobbs Spaight,
Hugh Williamson.

Fobn Rutledge,

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney

Charles Pinckney,

Pierce Butler,

GroRETA: {William Few,

VIRGINIA.

SouTH-CARQLINA.

Abrabam Baldwin.
AtteR, William Fackson, SzcreTary. 4

INCONVENTIO N, Monday September 17th, 1787.
P Ry B Se B GNGE
The States of New-Hampthire, Maffachufetts, Conneicut, Mr:
Hamilton from New-York, New- Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina -and
Georgia : i
RESOLVED, :
TH AT the preceding Conftitution be laid before the United States in Congrefs affembled, and that it is
the opinion of this Convention, that it fbould afterwards be fubmitted to a Convention of Deicgatec,
chofen in each State by the People thereof, under the recommendation of its Legiflature, Sor their affent
and ratification; and that each Convention affenting to, and ratifying the fame, [bould give Notice there-
of to the United States in Congrefs affembled.

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that as foon as the Conventions of nine States [bail
Bave ratified this Conflitution, the United States in Congrefs affembled fbould fix a day on. which
Electors Jhould be appointed by the States which [ball have ratified the fame, and a day on which the
Electors [bould affemble to wvote for the Prefident, and the time and place for commencing proceedings
under this Conftstution. That after fuch publication the Electors [hould be appointed, and the Senators
and Reprefentatives eleCted : That the Eleclors [hould meet on the day fixed for the Election of the: Prefia
dent, and fbould tranfmit their votes certified, figned, fealed and direcied, as the Conflitution requires,
to the Secretary of the United States in Congrefs affembled, that the Senators and Reprefentatives [bould
convene at the time and place affigned; that the Senators [hould appoint a Prefident of the Senate, forthe
Sole purpofe of receiving, opening and counting the wotes for Prefident; and, that after be fhall be.chofen;
¢he Congrefs, together with the Prefident, fhould, without delay, proceed to execute this Conftitution.

s By the unanimous Order of the Convention,

: GEeorGE W asHINGTON, Prefident.
William fackfon, Secretary.

In Convention, September 17, 1787.
'W S.1R, . :

E have now the honor to fubmit to the confideration of the United States in Congrefs
affembled, that Conftitution which has appeared to us the moft advifeable.

The friends of our country have long {een and defired, that the power of making war, peace
and treaties, that of levying money and regulating commerce,and the correfpondent executive and
judicial authorities fhould be fully and effe&tually vefted in the general government of the Union:
but the impropriety of delegating fuch extenfive truft to one body of men is evident—Hence re-
fults the neceffity of a different organization.

It is obvioufly impradticable in the feederal government of thefe States, to fecure all
rights of independent fovereignty to each, and yet provide for the intereft and fafety of all—
Individuals entering into fociety, mult give up a fhare of liberty to preferve the reft.  The
magnitude of the facrifice muft depend as well on fituation and circumftance, as on the obje to
be obtained. Itis at all times difficult to draw with precifion the line between thofe rights which
muft be furrendered, and thofe which may be referved ; and on the prefent occafion this difficul-
ty was encreafed by a difference among the feveral States as to their {ituation, extent, habits, and
particular interefts.

In all our deliberations on this fubject we kept fteadily in our view, that which appears to us the
greateft intereft of every true American, the confolidation of our Union, in which is involved our
profperity, felicity, fafety, perhaps our national exiftence. This important confideration, feri-
oufly and deeply impreffed on our minds, led each State in the Convention to be lefs rigid on
points of inferior magnitude, than might have been otherwife expeéted; and. thus the Conftitution,
which we now prefent, is the refult of a {pirit of amity, and of that mutual deference and con-
¢ :ffion which the peculiarity of our political fituation rendered indifpenfible.

That ir will meet the full and entire approbation of every State is not perhaps to be expeded ;
but each will doubtlefs confider, that had her interefts been alone confulted, the confequences

= ht bave been particularly difagreeable or injurious to others; that it is liable to as few excep-
could ;eafonably have been expected, we hope and believe; that it may promote the laft-
are of that country fo dear to us all, and fecure her freedom and happinefs, is our mof}
vith. With great refped,
‘We have the honor to be, SIR,
Your ExceLLEncY’s moft
Obedient and humble Servants,

George Wathington, Prefident.

By unanimous Order of the CONVENTION.
EXCELLENCY

efident of Congrefs.
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